Living Theology Friends16
May 7, 2006
Impostors of Christianity I
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Impostors of Christianity have appeared since the time of the real thing.  Paul spent a good bit of his time writing about such impostors and many appeared over the centuries since his death.  I intend to spend several letters on this topic as indicated by the Roman numeral above.
Just as Paul was jealous for the purity of those to whom he ministered, I also am jealous for the spiritual purity of my readers.  In the following scripture Paul is writing to Christians as he has heard that they are being led astray and his warnings are just as valid today as they were 2000 years ago.
2Cor 11:2 “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.

2Cor 11:3 But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”

In speaking of the serpent, Paul is referring to Satan who is very much alive and well today and he is using the same tricks that he used in the Garden, at the time of Paul, and today.  Satan is not omnipresent nor is he omnipotent but he has many servants and he knows what tickles our ears.  Satan is powerful and very intelligent.  Just as he misled Eve he also works the same mental games on people today.  He knows that it is so easy to be misled by those who are crafty with words and with the philosophies of man.  Humans are very narcissistic, prideful and self-centered.   Now we enter the time of relativism and the combination can be very destructive.  But Paul also saw in his day that people were easily led astray by what seemed like very clever understandings of worldly philosophy.  
Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

I remember someone saying one time (Adrian Rogers, I think) that it is not so surprising that people will not believe the truth of Jesus Christ but it is totally amazing at some of the things people will believe.  There have been some very clever philosophers in the world who were atheists and who used their brilliant minds to develop the elementary principles of the world (worldly philosophy) into epistemological (ways of knowing) methods that have been studied in major universities in the world.  Many people study these teachings and then spend time trying to convince others of the truths of their elementary understandings of the ways of the world as they develop their disciples.  It is easy for even true Christians to become engrossed with such elementary teachings and to think that they indeed have found a way of understanding that opens up their minds to clearer understandings of themselves and others.  However such elementary methods do not stand the test of time as the truths of Jesus Christ have.  
By reading Col 1:2 we see that Paul was writing “to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae.”  As in his letter to the Corinthians he is concerned that these people will be led astray from the teachings of Jesus.  His warning is very valid today also as we so many deceptions being offered for truth.  In both of these verses we see that Paul addressed first the person and teachings of Jesus Christ.  He then continues in his letter to the Corinthians as follows:
2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

We see here that Paul is warning these people about three basic aspects of Christianity: the person of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Gospel.  Let’s start with the person of Jesus for if people can discredit Jesus then the Truth would tumble.  
In my sixth letter I talked about the importance of apologetics and that we need to all be constantly developing our apologetic methods.  At the time of Paul the Gnostics were very active and they still are active today as I discussed in Letter 15.  Satan usually starts his deceptive methods by twisting the truth just a little bit or by misrepresenting the truth just a little bit.  He then continues this twisting until the matter is hardly recognizable as having even come from the original.  Certainly Jesus Christ is central to Christianity and so if Satan can twist the history of Jesus he has achieved a significant feat. There are some aspects to the truth of the historical aspects of Jesus that cannot be compromised at all.  One of these truths about Jesus is that He was and is God.  Jesus was not a man who developed Himself into being a god as some religions teach.  Jesus existed before the foundation of the world and in fact He was involved in the creation of the universe and all that is in it.  So if anyone teaches that Jesus was and is not God and has not existed before the beginning of time as God then you know that such a teaching is not from God.  Please do not “bear this beautifully” as Paul said that his Corinthian Christians were!   Paul was great with his use of language!  
The “Gospel” of Judas and the Da Vinci Code are both writings that attack the person of Jesus and we should not bear them beautifully.  We should be outraged at the blasphemy of the portrayal of Jesus as just a person as done by Mr. Brown.  Another book by the Gnostics that has now been found should receive the same treatment as other Gnostic writings did in about 300 AD; the writing is heretical.  

The only way to be a good apologist and to quickly recognize the twisting of truth is to know the truth.  Do not be misled from studying the Bible.  Do not spend time reading “end times” writings by current authors for such takes away from the needed time to read and study the Bible.  Know the real Jesus by studying the writings of His true apostles.  
